
CURRENT  

PEANUT  

SITUATION PEANUT PROGRESS 

Jason Woodward, 

Extension Plant 
Pathologist- 
State Peanut 
Specialist 

(Lubbock) 

 

 

EsƟmates released by the USDA‐
NASS on July 23 indicate that approx‐
imately 130,000 acres were planted 
to peanut in Texas. This represents a 
23.8% increase in acres compared to 
2011, but is well below the total 
acres planted to peanut since 2006. 
Overall, there was an increase in pea‐
nut acres with current esƟmates be‐
ing 1.53 million acres planted in the 
U.S. The majority of acres were 
planted in the southeast with Geor‐
gia, Alabama and Florida acres esƟ‐
mated at 710,000, 190,000 and 
190,000, respecƟvely. This increase 
in acres is due to relaƟvely lower 
supply which led to higher peanut 
prices and lower prices for com‐
peƟng crops, such as coƩon.  

Current Peanut Situation by Jason Woodward 
When considering condiƟon, 90% of 
this year’s crop is rated as fair to 
good. The majority of the U.S. peanut 
crop (96%) is considered to be in fair 
to excellent condiƟon. The Texas 
crop conƟnues to progress with 65% 
of the crop seƫng pegs, which is 
considerably beƩer than where we 
were at this Ɵme last year. In looking 
at fields on the High Plains, I am ex‐
tremely pleased with the conƟnuous 
flowering, pegging and pod develop‐
ment we are seeing. I aƩribute this 
to good growing condiƟons early and 
the ability to maintain irrigaƟon. 
More recently, the moderaƟon of 
temperatures into the lower to mid‐
90’s and presence of some humidity 
has benefited the crop. 

Rainfall across much of the peanut 
producing areas of Texas has been 
sporadic, providing liƩle if any relief 
for irrigaƟon. The U.S. Seasonal 
Drought Outlook projects that the 
drought will persist or intensify 
through Oct. 31 for much of the 
state; therefore, we need to remain 
diligent when it comes to irrigaƟon in 
preparing for the remainder of the 
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The Texas crop  
continues to  
progress with 

65% of the crop  
setting pegs  

Current Peanut Situation (cont.) 

growing season. The 
effect of moisture stress 
on pod yield is greatest 
from 65 to 100 days aŌer 
planƟng. Water require‐
ments begin to decline as 
pods mature; however, 
geƫng behind on irriga‐
Ɵon within the season 
can negaƟvely affect pod 
set, resulƟng in a split 
crop that will impact ma‐
turity and delay harvest.  

FORMATION OF PEANUT PEGS 

Peanut crop condiƟon July 23, 2012, USDA‐NASS. 

State Very poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

AL 0 3 29 66 2 

FL 0 0 15 70 15 

GA 0 5 29 50 16 

NC 0 3 42 46 9 

OK 0 5 26 69 0 

SC 1 3 30 60 6 

TX 0 6 41 49 4 

VA 0 0 17 75 8 

Avg. 0 4 29 56 11 

2011 6 13 41 34 6 

Texas peanut crop update—esƟmated % of crop pegging, USDA‐NASS 



Currently, southern corn 
root worm is the pest 
that most people are 
concerned about.  The 
adult, which is lime green 
and ¼ inch long with sev‐
eral black dots on its 
wings, is known as the 
spoƩed cucumber bee‐
tle.  Treatment should 
not be based on the 
presence of adults.  The 
adults may be feeding in 
the foliage, but this is no 
guarantee that they are 
laying eggs.  The adult 
lays eggs on or slightly 
below the soil surface.  
The larvae that hatch 
spend their life under‐
ground.   

The larvae are creamy 
white with a brown head 
and dark plate on the top 

side of the last segment, 
and six Ɵny brownish 
legs.  Mature larvae are 
about half‐inch long.  
Larvae feed on plant 
roots, pegs, and pods.  
The damage to a pod can 
be recognized by the pit 
caused during feeding.  
The feeding hole tapers, 
as though the pod has 
been poked with a pen‐
cil.  In addiƟon, to the 
direct feeding injury, 
damage to pods provides 
a point of entry for other 
organisms.  Lorsban 15G 
is labeled for southern 
corn root worm, howev‐
er, it is generally consid‐
ered a preventaƟve 
treatment.  Once the lar‐
vae begin feeding, insec‐
Ɵcide treatment is fairly 
ineffecƟve. There is no 
rescue treatment for 
corn root worm. 

Foliage feeding pest, 
such as bollworms, fall 
armyworms, yellow‐
striped armyworms, and 

beet armyworms will 
likely be our next pest of 
concern.   

Right now we are picking 
worms ranging from day 
old to 12 days old.  Popu‐
laƟons are well below 
economic thresholds.  As 
the next generaƟon 
starts to hit the peanut 
crop, we may see an ex‐
plosion in populaƟons.  

However, the peanut 
plant can tolerate foliage 
loss.  Make inspecƟons 
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Peanut Insect Pest Update by Manda Anderson 

Southern Corn Root Rot Larve 

Pod damage caused by southern corn root worm 

Worms in peanuts 



tubes.  Worms injure ma‐
ture plants by feeding on 
pegs, pods, stems, and 
roots.       

Pegs are cut off below 
the ground surface and 
developing nuts are hol‐
lowed out.  Stems and 
roots are scarred and 
may be girdled.  The less‐
er cornstalk borer is usu‐
ally more harmful to pea‐
nuts grown during 
drought years.   

Prolonged rainfall and 
irrigaƟon contribute to 
larval mortality.  Proper 
Ɵming and adequate wa‐
ter applied at each irriga‐
Ɵon may reduce larval 
populaƟons.  Inspect 
fields at least weekly to 
determine when to treat 
for lesser cornstalk bor‐
er.  In this way, insecƟ‐
cide applicaƟons can be 
Ɵmed precisely and un‐
necessary treatments 
avoided.  Yield or quality 

before applying insecƟ‐
cides to determine if eco‐
nomically damaging 
numbers are present.  If 
chemical control 
measures become neces‐
sary, apply when worms 
are small.  Spanish and 
Valencia peanuts can tol‐
erate approximately 6 to 
8 medium‐to‐large 
worms per foot of row 
before significant yield 
losses occur.  Runners 
and Virginias have more 
foliage area and can tol‐
erate 10 to 12 worms per 
foot of row.  AŌer insec‐
Ɵcides are applied be 
sure to conƟnually moni‐
tor the field for second‐
ary pests such as spider 
mites. 

 

Lesser Cornstalk borer is 
a small bluish‐green slen‐
der larva with brown 
stripes that lives beneath 
the soil  surface in silken 

losses do not occur unƟl 
certaininfestaƟon levels 
are reached.  Treat pea‐
nuts when 15% are in‐
fested aŌer iniƟal peg‐
ging. 

 
Wireworms are the im‐
mature stage of click 
beetles.  Wireworms 
feed below the soil sur‐
face and normally bore 
all the way through the 
kernel and may enter the 
pod to conƟnue feeding.  
Feeding holes look simi‐
lar to southern corn root 
worm, however, wire‐
worm holes tend to be 
larger.  Wireworm prob‐
lems tend to be higher in 
fields following grain 
crops.  PreventaƟve 
treatments are the most 

Peanut Insect Pest Update (cont.) 

Peanut disease update by Jason Woodward 
As the year’s peanut crop 
conƟnues to develop, 
scouƟng should be con‐
ducted to protect the 
developing pegs and 
pods. I have received 
several samples over the 
past week exhibiƟng 
symptoms of pod rot. 
This disease is character‐
ized by the dark roƫng 

 

Symptoms of  

Pythium pod rot 

wireworm 

Lesser cornstalk bore larvae 

that occurs from pods 
becoming infected by 
various fungi. The two 
most prevalent causal 
agents associated with 
pod rot are Pythium spp. 
and Rhizoctonia  solani. 
The two diseases look 
similar in the field and 
may also occur in con‐
cert. However, there are 

subtle differences that 
can be used to help in 
diagnosis. If it is not pos‐
sible to diagnose the 
cause of pod rot in the 
field, symptomaƟc pods 
can be placed in a plasƟc 
bag containing a moist 
paper towel. Incubate at 
room temperature over‐
night, and then examine 



the pods. In general, 
Pythium spp. will have a 
disƟnct white coƩony 
growth and infected 
pods will appear water‐
soaked and greasy; 
whereas, R.  solani  will 
appear as brown fungal 
growth and pods will be 
relaƟvely dry. Applica‐
Ɵons of fungicides for 
pod rot control should be 
made 60‐75 days aŌer 
planƟng with subsequent 
applicaƟons made ap‐
proximately 30 days lat‐
er. Banding applicaƟons 
over the center of the 
row can be done to im‐
prove deposiƟon of fun‐
gicides, such as Abound 
and Ridomil, into the 
lower canopy. Further‐
more, increasing the car‐
rier volume (20 gallons 
per acre minimum) will 
help with fungicide depo‐
siƟon as well.  

Development of other 
diseases, such as Sclero‐
Ɵnia blight, southern 
blight and leaf spot also 
occur once canopy clo‐
sure (or lapping of the 
row middles) is achieved. 
Sclerotnia blight, caused 
by the soilborne fungus 
ScleroƟnia  minor  or. S. 
scleroƟum, can be idenƟ‐
fied by a yellowing and/
or wilƟng of lateral 
branches. A closer exami‐
naƟon of the canopy at 
the soil line will reveal a 
coƩony, white, moldy 
growth; which is most 

commonly observed ear‐
ly in the morning. As the 
disease progresses, in‐
fected stems become 
bleached and shredded. 
Small, black, irregular‐
shaped structures 
(scleroƟa), which serve 
as over‐wintering struc‐
tures, may be produced 
on or within infected Ɵs‐
sues. Currently, there are 
only two fungicides 
(Omega and Endura) 
used for ScleroƟnia blight 
management; however, 
studies are currently un‐
derway to evaluate   
newer products.  

 

Another disease, south‐
ern blight (caused by 
ScleroƟum  rolfsii) may 
develop under the warm, 
moist condiƟons found 
within the lower plant 
canopy of well irrigated 
fields. Southern blight 
can also occur in other 
crops including peppers 
and watermelon. Symp‐
toms of this disease are 
similar to ScleroƟnia 
blight; however, the scle‐
roƟa of this fungus, 
which readily form on 
diseased Ɵssue, are 
spherical in shape and 
have a brown to bronze 
color. Numerous fungi‐
cides are labeled for use 
against southern blight; 
however, Abound, ArƟ‐
san, Convoy, Folicur (as 
well as other tebucona‐

zole formulaƟons) and 
Provost are most com‐
monly used. 

 

Close aƩenƟon to foliar 

diseases, predominantly 

early and late leaf spot, 

should be paid in fields 

planted to Valencia and 

Spanish market‐types. 

Despite dry condiƟons 

the potenƟal for leaf 

spot to develop may ex‐

ist as a result of dense 

growth, high humidity, 

heavy irrigaƟon or dew 

which allows moisture to 

accumulate on the foli‐

age in the lower canopy. 

Peanuts can tolerate sub‐

stanƟal levels of leaf 

spot; however, potenƟal 

yield loss can occur if 

pegs or stems become 

infected. If fungicide ap‐

plicaƟons are warranted, 

products containing chlo‐

rothalonil, such as Bravo, 

Echo and Equus can be 

used preventaƟvely; 

whereas, Headline can 

be applied curaƟvely. A 

complete list of fungi‐

cides labeled for use in 

peanut can be found at 

hƩp://agrilife.org/

peanut/files/2011/10/

D_peanut_pdfs_producƟ

onguide07_3.pdf. 
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  http://peanut.tamu.edu 
This newsletter is for you 

the producers and other 

members of the peanut 

industry. If you have any 

questions, comments or 

suggestions the newsletter 

please contact  

Jason Woodward  
806.632.0762   
jewoodward@ag.tamu.edu. 


